Instructor: Joshua First 
Office: Bishop Hall 304
Office Hours: Tuesdays and Thursdays 4-5pm
Mailbox: History Department, Bishop Hall 340

Email: jfirst@olemiss.edu 
INST 328: CONTEMPORARY RUSSIA
Meeting Time and Place

Tuesdays and Thursdays 11:00-12:15
Croft 204
Course Description
This interdisciplinary course on contemporary Russian politics and culture will focus on the last 20 years, during which Russia emerged from the difficult transition of the 1990s to become once again a major world power.  In this course, we examine the nature of the Putin regime, how it came into existence, and what has changed in Russia since he came to power in 1999.  We will spend considerable time addressing the recent events such as Russia’s involvement in Ukraine and Syria, and examine in depth the issues and questions concerning American foreign policy.  While focused on the Russian Federation, the course will also study many of the other nations that emerged from the ashes of the Soviet Union in 1991, and the continued tension between Russia’s assertion of a sphere of influence and the expansion of pan-European institutions such as the European Union and NATO.  Finally, this course examines the vast cultural and social changes that have affected the Russian people since the fall of communism.
The course will consist mostly of lecture during the first few weeks, to ground students in the political, social and economic history since the late 1990s.  After that, we will focus on more specific issues, and class will be oriented toward discussion.  Students should expect a heavy reading load in this course, along with extensive (albeit short) writing assignments.  Students are evaluated based on their class participation, quizzes (at the beginning of the course), informal weekly journal entries (during the rest of the course), one book review, and a final exam.

Required Books 

· Peter Pomerantsev, Nothing Is True and Everything Is Possible (New York: Public Affairs, 2014)
· Thomas Remington, The Politics of Inequality in Russia (Cambridge University Press, 2011)
· Andrew Wilson, Ukraine Crisis: What It Means for the West (Yale University Press, 2014)
Course Policies
· Attendance for each scheduled meeting is mandatory.  Your absence will result in a lower grade for the semester.  Note, however, that attendance alone does not guarantee you a good participation grade.  If you miss class, you are responsible for the consequences.  

· You are responsible for all readings listed on the calendar.  You must also bring your readings to class during our discussions of them.  

· Plagiarism will not be tolerated, and you will receive a “0” for any assignment for which you are caught cheating.  For each and every case of plagiarism or other academic dishonesty, I will initiate an academic discipline case with the university, which you may appeal to the Academic Discipline Committee.  If you have any questions regarding the nature of academic dishonesty, I will be happy to answer them and clarify any misunderstandings.  Once I determine that academic dishonesty has occurred, it is too late to ask those vital questions.

· You must act in a respectful and honest manner toward your fellow students and your professor, and you should expect the same in return.  I do not tolerate sleeping in class, or talking during lecture or when another student is participating in classroom discussion.  I do, however, encourage intellectual debate in the class, and expect you to be passionate about what you believe.  

· As a general rule, grades are not negotiable.  I will spend considerable time reading and offering comments on your work.  If you would like to discuss further why you received the grade that you did, you are encouraged to do so.  If, however, you believe that I graded your work incorrectly, unfairly or inconsistently, you have the right to an appeal according to university policy.  

· You should avoid using your cell phone in class, and they are to remain in a bag while class is in session.  I will not tolerate texting/chatting/emailing in class.  You will be asked to leave if such an incident occurs, and you will be counted absent.

· If you bring any electronic devices to class, it must be dedicated to course-related purposes. 

· If you require special considerations based on a disability or extracurricular activities, you must inform me of them immediately.  

Assignments 

Short Quizzes
You will take four short-answer quizzes (dates listed on the calendar) during the semester.  They will test your knowledge and comprehension of lecture and the reading assignments during this period.  Each one should take you no longer than 20 minutes.  Study questions will be posted beforehand on Blackboard.  You will also turn in other short assignments that count as quiz grades.
Paper 1
The first paper will examine the policies of Gorbachev’s perestroika and the effects they had on popular memory and political attitudes today in Russia.

Length: 500-750 words

Due: Sept 12

Paper 2
The second paper will address the relationship between Putin’s political regime and the unique popular culture that Peter Pomerantsev describes in Nothing Is True and Everything Is Possible.
Length: 750-1000 words
Due: Oct 10

Paper 3
The third paper will examine issues of social inequality in Russia today, focusing on how laws and political culture influence wealth distribution.
Length: 1000-1500 words
Due: Nov 7

Paper 4
The fourth paper will be written as a policy brief addressed to the new president of the United States.  You will provide an outline on the most pressing concerns for Russian-American relations and offer a cost-benefit analysis of various policy responses to Russia.
Length: 1000-1500 words
Due: Dec 8
Final Exam 
The final exam has two components.  The first part will be a single essay question, which you will answer during the allotted final exam period.  You may use your readings and notes to answer this question, and will type it out on your laptop.  For the second part, each of you will meet with me for 30 minutes to discuss two or three other questions that the course addressed.  You will be assessed on your knowledge of the subject matter and critical thinking skills.

Grade Breakdown

Quizzes and Other Assignments:
20%

Paper 1:  


 
5%
Paper 2:



10%

Paper 3:



15%

Paper 4:



15%
Final Exam:



15% (written: 10%; oral: 5%)
Participation in Discussion:

20%

Grading Criteria for Class Participation 

“A” – active participation

“B” – sporadic, but valuable, participation 

“C” – inactive participation

“D” – refusal to participate

“F” – more than 4 absences during the semester
​​​​​​​​​​​​

Calendar (These dates are subject to change.  Please listen closely for any modifications to the calendar, and write them into your copy of the syllabus.)
Introduction: Contemporary Russia and the Soviet Collapse

Tue, Aug 23: Introduction to Contemporary Russia

Thurs, Aug 25: The Soviet Economic Failure and Gorbachev’s Solutions
Reading: Tat'iana Zaslavskaia, “Considering the Central Committee Theses and Fundamental Questions of Perestroika,” June 4, 1988 (Blackboard)

Tues, Aug 30: Quiz 1; The Soviet Collapse and Transition to Free-Market Democracy

Reading: Mikhail Gorbachev, “Is the World Really Safer without the Soviet Union?” The Nation, Dec 21, 2011: http://www.thenation.com/article/165317/world-really-safer-without-soviet-union?page=0,0
Thurs, Sept 1: Film: My Perestroika (Robin Hessman, 2010)
Tues, Sept 6: Finish My Perestroika, Discussion of Readings and Film

Paper 1 due Monday, Sept 12

Theme 1: Political Culture and Everyday Life of Post-Communism
Theme 1 Book: Peter Pomerantsev, Nothing Is True and Everything Is Possible (New York: Public Affairs, 2014) [Read 8 pages/day]
Thurs, Sept 8: The Yeltsin Years: Biznes and Politics

Reading: David Hoffman, “Prologue” and “The Bankers’ War,” in The Oligarchs: Wealth and Power in the New Russia (Blackboard)

Tues, Sept 13: The Wars in Chechnia
Reading: Anatol Lieven, “A Personal Memoir of Grozny and the Chechen War” (Blackboard)

Thurs, Sept 15: The Establishment of Putin’s Sistema (1999-2004)
Readings:

· Vladimir Putin, “Russia At the Turn of the Millennium,” Dec 30, 1999 (Blackboard)
· Viktor Rezunkov and Tatyana Voltskaya, “15 Years Later, Questions Remain about Death of the Man Who Made Putin,” RFE/RL, Feb 24, 2015: http://www.rferl.org/content/questions-remain-about-death-of-man-who-made-putin/26867539.html 
Tues, Sept 20: The Era of Mature Putinism (2004-?)
Readings:

· Mark Galeotti, “Nemtsov’s Death and Three Other Deaths,” In Moscow’s Shadows, Feb 28, 2015: https://inmoscowsshadows.wordpress.com/2015/02/28/nemtsovs-murder-and-three-other-deaths/ 
Thurs, Sept 22: Mass Media and Popular Culture
Tues, Sept 27: Quiz 2; Businessmen, Criminals, and Siloviki 
Reading: Vladimir Pribylovsky, “Phantom Tandem, Real Triumvirate and the Kremlin Clan Wars,”: http://darussophile.com/2010/08/03/translation-kremlin-clan-wars/ 
Thurs, Sept 29: Film: Andrei Zviagintsev, Leviathan (2014)
Tues, Oct 4: Finish Leviathan
Thurs, Oct 6: Discussion of Pomerantsev and Leviathan
Paper 2 due Monday, Oct 10
Theme 2: Russian Economics and Society 
Theme 2 Book: Thomas Remington, The Politics of Inequality in Russia (Cambridge University Press, 2011) [Read 14 pages/day]
Tues, Oct 11: Reading Remington’s Data: Regions, Democracy and Social Inequality
Thurs, Oct 13: The Structure of the Russian Hydrocarbon Industry
Tues, Oct 18: Elites and Networks of Privilege
Thurs, Oct 20: Pensions, Health Care and the “Privileged” Poor
Tues, Oct 25: Quiz 3 (only over lecture); Discussion of Remington
Thurs, Oct 27: Discussion of Remington
Paper 3 due Monday, Nov 7 

Theme 3: Foreign Policy and Foreign Intervention
Theme 3 Book: Andrew Wilson, Ukraine Crisis: What It Means for the West (Yale University Press, 2014) [Read 13/day]
Tues, Nov 1: Russia and the West: Patterns and Recent Changes 
Thurs, Nov 3: Russia’s Relationship with the Former Soviet Republics
Tues, Nov 8: The Color Revolutions
Thurs, Nov 10: The Maidan and Crimean Crisis
Tues, Nov 15: “ATO” and the Future of Russian Involvement in Ukraine
Required 5:00pm Screening: Sergei Loznitsa, Maidan (Ukraine, 2014) 

Thurs, Nov 17: Quiz 4 and Discussion of Wilson and Maidan
Tues, Nov 29: Conclusion: The Possibility of Resistance
Thurs, Dec 1: Review for Final Exam; Tie Up Loose Ends
Written Final Exam: Tuesday, Dec 6: 12-3pm

Paper 4 due Thursday, Dec 8
